
2011 1

Online Creative Production 
Guidelines

Last updated: 01-12-2011



2011 2

Overview of Basic Ad Units Available

*All ads deployed through 24/7 Real Media. 
*This page is for demonstrative purposes 
only

Tower

160x600

Big Box

300x250

Big Box

300x250

Feature 
Box

300x50

Leaderboard

728x90

Text Ad

290x100
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728x90 Leaderboard Specs

Size: 728 x 90 Pixels expanding to 728x330 Pixels
Position on Site: Appears on all pages of site across top of page
Maximum File: 40KB on initial load expanding to 100KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash
Expansion:

Expansion via mouse-over hotspots or other user interaction only.  Expands down only.
Can auto expand for up to 5 seconds and return to base size. 
Audio and video must be activated by user-initiated action such as a click or mouse-over.  
All Video must be 30 seconds or less in length and housed on client server to be called for by 
script in the code.
If video/audio is enabled, ad unit must contain play, pause and audio control buttons.

Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the 
functionality of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files 
(.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash note: When submitting Flash creatives, it must be created in ActionsScript2, not ActionScript3
 and please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format. 

Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL :traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact : traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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300x250 Big Box Specs

Size: 300x250 Pixels expanding to 600x250 Pixels.
Position on Site: Appears on all pages of our site on the right hand side.  Number of positions on each 
page determined by individual section of site.
Maximum File: 40KB on initial load expanding to 100KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash
Expansion:

Expansion via mouse-over hotspots or other user interaction only.  Expands left only.
Can auto expand for up to 5 seconds and return to base size. 
Audio and video must be activated by user-initiated action such as a click or mouse-over.  
All Video must be 30 seconds or less in length and housed on client server to be called for by 
script in the code.
If video/audio is enabled, ad unit must contain play, pause and audio control buttons.

Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the 
functionality of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files 
(.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash note: When submitting Flash creatives, it must be created in ActionsScript2, not ActionScript3
and please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format. 

Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact: traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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160x600 Tower Specs

Size: 160x600 Pixels expanding to 300x600 Pixels.
Position on Site: Appears on pages of site to the left of content. 
Number of positions on each page determined by individual section of site.
Maximum File: 40KB on initial load expanding to 100KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash
Expansion:

Expansion via mouse-over hotspots or other user interaction only.  Expands right only.
Can auto expand for up to 5 seconds and return to base size. 
Audio and video must be activated by user-initiated action such as a click or mouse-over.  
All Video must be 30 seconds or less in length and housed on client server to be called for by script    
in the code.
If video/audio is enabled, ad unit must contain play, pause and audio control buttons.

Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the functionality 
of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must be 
formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files (.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash note: When submitting Flash creatives, it must be created in ActionsScript2, not ActionScript3
and please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format.

Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact: traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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300x50 Feature Box

Size: 300 x 50 Pixels
Position on Site: Appears on pages of site to the left of content. Number of positions on each page 
determined by individual section of site.
Maximum File: 40KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash
Expansion: No expansion, audio or video allowed.
Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the 
functionality of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files 
(.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash note: When submitting Flash creatives, it must be created in ActionsScript2, not ActionScript3
and please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format.. 

Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact: traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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290x100 Contextual Ad

Size: 290 x 100 Pixels
Maximum File: N/A
Format: html text with link
Text Requirements:

•Headline: 50 characters
•Body: 200 characters

Appearance: White background with bolded title and click thru objects with black body wording.  All 
contextual ads will be designated as advertisements as seen above.  
Expansion: No expansion, audio or video allowed.
Position on Site: Contextual ads will appear as allowed on pages within the site.  Position on page is 
determined by the individual page itself.
Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment.  This ad type, and only this ad type, can be created in 
house by our Traffic Manager.  A mock up will be sent to the client contact for approval prior to it being set 
live on our site.
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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eNewsletter Specs

300x250 units
Size: 300x250 Pixels
Position on Site: Appears at least once in most 
Farm Journal eNewsletters.
Maximum File: 40KB on initial load.
Format: jpeg, gif or text
Expansion:

None.
Tags: None, but 1x1 pixel tags may be 
supplied to monitor activity.
Material Due: 5 working days prior to 
deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: 
traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  
traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298

Advertorial text units
Size: Headline: 30 characters (including 
spaces). Body copy: 150 characters (including 
spaces). May include logo (50x50 pixel 
maximum).
Position on Site: Appears at least once in most 
Farm Journal eNewsletters.
Maximum File: 40KB on initial load.
Format: jpeg, gif or text
Expansion:

None.
Tags: None, but 1x1 pixel tags may be 
supplied to monitor activity.
Material Due: 5 working days prior to 
deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: 
traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  
traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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eNewsletter Specs (cont.)

600x200 units
Size: 600x200 Pixels
Position on Site: Appears a minimum of  twice in specific 
eNewsletters.
Maximum File: 60KB on initial load.
Format: jpeg, gif,  text or combination.
Expansion:

None.
Tags: None, but 1x1 pixel tags may be supplied to monitor 
activity.
Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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Scrolling & Floating Layered Ad



Scrolling & Floating Layered Ad

Overall Size: 325 x 90 Pixels
Graphic Design : 325 x 40 Pixels represented by the golden border around the image
Transparent Space Below Graphic: 325 x 50 Pixels
Position on Site: Appears on our Homepage only.  Ad will appear  40 pixels above and centered on the 
users’ scroll bar at the bottom of the screen.  All creative will linger for 60 seconds before automatically 
closing.
Maximum File: 40KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash – All flash creative for this ad specifically must have a working close button.  
JPEG and GIF creative will have a close button added to it by our ad serving software.
Expansion: No expansion, audio or video allowed.
Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the 
functionality of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash (.swf) creative 
files.

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash notes: All flash creative must have a  setting of window=“opaque”.  Please set your z-index 
to 99999.  When submitting flash creatives, please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format. 
Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298
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Overview of Enhanced
Ad Units Available

With the launch of our new site design in 
August of 2010, we will have the ability to 
offer our clients several new and exciting 
creative elements.  

These elements include but are not limited 
to:

•Peel Downs
•Site Skinning Homepage Takeover
•Pop Unders
•Interstitial Ads

All of these ad units require a minimum of 
10 days of testing prior to launch.
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Peel Downs

Page Peel Downs are user initiated ad formats which invite users to interact with a 
small ad (typically in the top right corner of the page) which then “peels” back to reveal 
a large format rich media ad. Users can then click through to the advertiser’s web site 
from the expanded ad unit.

Peel Down Teaser (not 
to scale)

After the Peel Down 
teaser is interacted with, 
the ad expands (not to 
scale/size):
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Peel Down Teaser

Size: 170x127
Maximum File: 40KB
Format: jpeg, gif or flash (flash files must be created using AS3)
Animation: 5 seconds maximum 
Close Button: A clearly visible close button must appear in the top right hand corner of the ad unit at all 
times.
Sound: Sound is not allowed in the teaser file.
Video: Video is not allowed in the teaser file.
Frame Rate: 20 frames per second maximum. (TBD)
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files 
(.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Though the overall Flash file dimension is 170x127 pixels, creative content is limited to the corner triangle 
area within the right upper corner only (see diagram below). Before or at the completion of five seconds, all 
animation must cease. 

Peel Down Teaser (not 
to scale)
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Peel Down Expanded

Size: 640x480
Maximum File: 100KB for flash panel
Format: jpeg, gif or flash (flash files must be created using AS3)
Animation: Unlimited 
Close Button: A clearly visible close button must appear in the top right hand corner of the ad unit at all 
times.
Sound: Must be user initiated on click only with a clearly labeled “audio on/off” button. 
Video: Video is allowed in the main creative. 
***If video/audio is enabled, ad unit must contain play, pause and audio control buttons. 
Frame Rate: 20 frames per second maximum. The animation starts running as soon as the peel starts 
expanding. Meaning - the second a user triggers the peel effect the animation commences.
Fully Opened Stage: 640x480 pixel dimension.  (TBD, the size can be discussed during proposal)
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative (swf) 
files.

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

When creating the ads for a Peel Back (Corner Peel) you should keep in mind that only the top right
visible. The bottom triangle half part of the rectangle will be visible.  The bottom triangle half will be covered 
by the page peel (please see the image below – the white part represents the visible area while the red will 
be covered by the peel effect)

After the Peel Down 
teaser is interacted with, 
the ad expands (not to 
scale/size): 

Visible Image

Peel back flap 
obscuring 
image
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Site Skinning Homepage Takeover

"Skin“, or “theme”, is the term used to describe the visual appearance and layout of a website's pages.  
Site Skinning is an ad format used to maximize exposure of your brand on AgWeb.  The custom image 
is created to frame the page and creates a unique and aesthetically eye-catching user environment.

Requirements:  Site Skinning is only allowed with a homepage takeover.  No more than 2 site skinning 
takeovers can be booked per week and no more than a total of 8 per month.
Clickable Banner: 728x90 flash, jpeg or gif 
Background Images: 1800x800 - GIF/JPG 
File Size: 40KB background and 40KB for each flash panel
Design Best Practices:  Background images should be uncomplicated textures that are of a continuous 
tone or simple color blocks to optimize the image quality for the available image file size. Flat color and 
simple two-tone gradients work best.  To create a seamless experience between the clickable banners 
and background image, we suggest making the banners transparent and include all messaging, logos, 
complex imagery and call to actions within the flash.  Avoid busy textures at the top of the background 
image, as there are editorial links, including the site logo, that are surfaced atop the skin. AgWeb.com 
reserves the right to ask for design adjustments in the event that editorial links and logo are not legible.
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Pop Unders

Pop Unders are advertising units that 
appear in a separate window under the 
users current browser window.  Pop 
Unders are less intrusive than their Pop 
Up counterparts as it hides under the 
current browser session and are not 
seen until the covering window is closed 
leaving the user's attention free for the 
advertisement. 

Size: 300x250, 600x200 or 720x300
Position on Site: Appears under the main browser window
Maximum File: 40KB 
Format: jpeg, gif or flash
Expansion: No expansion, audio or video allowed.
Window: Pop Under window title must include brand name and keywords
Tags: All tags must be sent in JavaScript format.  Most commonly used third party ad servers include: 
DoubleClick, EyeBlaster & Pointroll.  We reserve the right to refuse any tag that interferes with the 
functionality of our site.
Click Tag: All flash creative files (.swf) must include a clickTag for tracking purposes.  This clickTag must 
be formatted as listed below.  Please do NOT hard code your click thru URL into your flash creative files 
(.swf).

If the flash file version is 7 or higher:
on (release) {

getURL(clickTAG,"_blank");
}

Flash note: When submitting Flash creatives, please include backup files in .gif or .jpeg format. 
Material Due: 5 working days prior to deployment
Send creative units with click thru URL: traffic@AgWeb.com
Production Questions Contact:  traffic@AgWeb.com
Phone Contact: 847-268-3298


	AgWeb Production Manual 2011



